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EDITORIAL COMMENTS

Walters Nsoh

I am pleased to present Volume 9, Issue 1 of the Journal of Sustainable
Development Law and Policy. Our Editorial Committee and Board have worked
tirelessly over the last few months to bring you this Special Issue on Competing
Claims for Land, Food, Water and Agricultural Resources: Perspectives from
the Global South. The Issue is composed of six articles spanning various
genres and aspects of sustainable development.

Ecosystems, such as forests, water and agricultural resources, are not
only recognized as an important part of our cultural and natural heritage,
but are also considered useful from different perspectives and for a variety of
purposes. Forest resources, for instance, act as carbon sink in the global fight
against climate change and also constitute a source of livelihood for many.
The importance of the exploitation of natural resources and agricultural
growth for employment, foreign exchange, government revenue, and food is
evident from the percentage of the world’s population directly or indirectly
associated with or dependent upon forests and other agricultural resources,
especially in the Global South. According to estimates from the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, more than 30 per cent
of the world’s population depend on agricultural resources for some part of
their livelihoods, with a significantly higher percentage in the Global South.

Globally, as population and environmental pressures on land grow,
competing claims on these resources fuelled by the land tenure systems have,
in turn, triggered violent conflicts, destroyed the environment, exacerbated
inequalities across gender and geography, displaced populations and
undermined democratic governance in many countries in the Global South.
At national levels, there are also instances where effective mechanisms to
address the conflicting claims to the resources have produced sustainable
and equitable human development. These include legal and institutional
frameworks for the better integration of customary land tenure features (which
remain operational) into the modern land tenure systems, which in turn
provides the legal and institutional mechanisms that promote fair and
equitable exploitation of the resources and address the social and
environmental impacts. Despite these efforts, the challenge for the Global
South remains how to address the competing claims on land, food, water
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and agricultural resources to leverage the resources needed  to avoid conflicts,
transform their domestic economies, and enhance their global competitiveness.

Juanatey in her contribution discusses an important issue in this area
and raises important considerations on the nature and scope of a human
rights-based approach (HRBA) and its applicability for advancing the right
to food. Her article focuses on the utility of adopting an HRBA to food as a
way of advancing the realization of the right to food in the next decade,
while addressing the effects of environmental degradation, natural resources
depletion and climate change on food security. She explores possible avenues
of convergence, identifying gaps and opportunities to link the right to food
and sustainable development looking at potential synergies for implementation
of the 2030 agenda, and concludes that the gaps in the HRBA call for better
integration of the right to food within the sustainable development framework.

Torkelsson and Onditi’s contribution examines the need to address gender
disparities and inequalities in access to and control of arable land and financial
resources in Eastern Africa. They raise important considerations on access to
land and resources by interrogating whether or not addressing gender gaps
in agricultural production significantly contributes to socio-economic well-
being (resilience) of women as well as the gross domestic product.

Similarly, Ogboru and Adejonwo-Osho’s article provides a legal analysis
and assessment of the environmental and sustainable development impacts
of nomadic cattle grazing in different parts of Nigeria. The authors highlight
the recent conflicts between herdsmen and farmers in Nigeria as not only a
consequence of a lack of effective management of access to land, but also a
consequence of the lack of an effective regulatory framework to address the
environmental degradation caused by unregulated grazing. While highlighting
certain factors that are crucial for an effective legal and regulatory framework,
they argue that in order to address these environmental challenges, an effective
cattle grazing legal framework is imperative to complement existing
environmental laws.

Otubu’s contribution in this Special Issue provides a legal analysis and
assessment of the administrative structure under Nigeria’s Land Use Act. The
author sheds light on the important role that a good land administration
system plays in the sustainable use and development of land in Nigeria.
Following a careful examination of the various provisions of the Land Use
Act, Otubu argues that the administrative structure under the Act is shoddy
and inelegant, and is devoid of clarity of functions and purpose. He calls for
legislative intervention to address the issues of lack of clarity of functions and
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purpose. Among other things, the author calls for the dichotomy between the
governor and the local government in terms of rights and management of
land in the state to be abolished.

Ezirigwe’s article examines the incidences of foodborne diseases and the
extent to which the current regulatory framework addresses the issues. Her
contribution helps determine whether the present regulatory framework permits
adequate regulation of the informal sector that serves the majority of the
Nigerian consumers. Despite the various challenges faced by the regulators,
Ezirigwe concludes that current food safety policies and strategies in Nigeria
will be effective if the definition of “food” in the food laws are extended, in
line with best practices and current realities, to allow for comprehensive
regulation and coordination of the food chain system.

Finally, Makuyana’s contribution raises important thematic considerations
that echo those raised by the other contributors to this issue. Following the
highly publicized killing of Cecil the Lion in 2015, she examines the current
international and local legal frameworks that govern trophy hunting in
Zimbabwe. The author highlights the blurred line between the once purported
sustainable trophy hunting with its unsustainable consequences and what
now resembles “legal poaching”. Makuyana’s article highlights the links
between the socio-economic realities of trophy hunting and the weakening of
well-intentioned legal frameworks in Zimbabwe. She argues that broad
exceptions in the legal framework render them toothless to protect wildlife
from extinction, leverage the local community, and preserve the environment.
The article concludes that an effective enforcement mechanism is one which
views these three objectives as interdependent and not mutually exclusive.

The breadth of the contributions under this theme, from approaches for
securing land and resource rights to legal frameworks governing land/resource
rights, and the geographical spread of the authors, all allude to the complex
obstacles that remain before humanity can truly realize sustainable
development. Given the complexity of the subject, more issues certainly need
to be examined to inform legal and policy reforms in the Global South. We at
the Journal of Sustainable Development Law and Policy restate our commitment
to continue to facilitate scholarly exchange and discourse on this theme. As
always, we welcome constructive feedback and look forward to your
viewpoints.

With infinite gratitude to our Editorial Board, Managing Board and the
President and Founder of Afe Babalola University - Aare Afe Babalola SAN,
OFR, LLD – for their invaluable and continuing support, I invite you to turn
the pages of this Issue and enjoy the wealth of knowledge therein.
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